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UNREDEEMED ITALY 

BY THE DUKE OF LITTA-VISCONTI-ARESE 



The question of the Italian Provinces under the domin- 
ion of Austria-Hungary is exceedingly simple, but for- 
eigners often fail to understand it, because of apparent 
ethnological and political discrepancies. It must be remem- 
bered that the Empire of the Hapsburgs never represented 
a nationality, that the words " Austrian " and " Hungar- 
ian " have a political, but not a racial significance, and that 
in the Dual Monarchy, eighteen distinct races coexist side 
by side. The secular axiom, "Divide et impera," of Aus- 
trian statesmen, by which one race serves to oppress and 
nullify another, has been followed at all times in the Ital- 
ian Provinces. 

It is intended to set forth briefly the true condition of 
affairs in the "Irredenta," as the Italians designate these 
provinces, and to demonstrate how unsubstantiated are the 
counterclaims of rival races, in almost every case, imported 
with the deliberate purpose of denationalizing the Italians. 
The Italian claims are based upon the geographical, his- 
torical and ethnographical boundaries of Italy which are 
at the same time its only strategical factors of national 
safety. Proceeding from west to east, the provinces claimed 
by Italy are: Trentino, Eastern Friuli, Trieste with Istria, 
Fiume and Dalmatia. 

The Italians of the Irredenta have fought for their na- 
tionality with such invincible tenacity and unity of purpose, 
that they have invariably vanquished their opponents, even 
when they were seemingly outnumbered and defeated. The 
races with which they clashed are the Teutonic, the Magyar 
and the Jugo-Slav. The first is restricted to the " Alto 
Adige " (Trentino), a district consisting mainly of narrow 
Alpine valleys, comparatively restricted; the second to the 
town and territory of Fiume, still smaller. The Jugo- 
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Slavs are by far the most important numerically, if not 
intellectually the most dangerous, and deserve a closer ex- 
amination. The appellation of " Jugo-Slav " has been 
coined in recent years and is an ethnical aspiration more 
than a reality. It purports to be the blending into one 
national body of the Slovenes, the Croats and the Serbs, 
assuredly belonging to the same ethnical group but, as yet, 
widely apart in such essentials as politics, writing and re- 
ligion. When we recall that the Croats ever have been the 
staunchest supporters of the Hapsburgs, the brutal execu- 
tors of their vengeance during 1848-1849 in Italy and 
Hungary, and in Serbia during the present war, that they 
are the most bigoted of Roman Catholics and cannot read 
a letter of the Cyrillian alphabet, it is easy to understand 
how they cannot amalgamate with the Serbs, anti- Austrian 
to a man, staunch followers of the Orthodox Church and 
opposed to the Latin transliteration of their language. For 
this reason the cry, recently set up, for a " Great Jugo- 
slavia " is a disguised attempt to rescue the tottering fabric 
of the Austro-Hungarian State. 

The Trentino is the province in which the rights of 
Italy are, for every reason, the less questionable. Of course 
this triangular wedge, thrust like a dagger in the heart of 
the Valley of the P6, has a tremendous strategical value 
for the Dual Monarchy and it will make every sacrifice to 
retain it. The Trentino consists in the characteristically 
Italian Valleys of the Adige and of its affluents and is 
sharply denned by the Alps forming the watershed between 
the Mediterranean and the North and Black Seas. Hydro- 
graphically it is one, but orographically it is double, as 
two long chains of mountains, starting from the Cevedale 
group on one side and the Marmolada on the other, con- 
verge at the "Stretta" (Narrows) of Salorno, and sep- 
arate the middle basin of the Adige from the higher, that 
is, the Trentino proper from the " Alto Adige." 

The Austrian Official Census, in spite of its impudent 
falsifications of the truth, is compelled to state that in the 
Trentino proper, of the 347,929 inhabitants, 338,259 were 
Italians, or in other words that of 1,000 inhabitants, 972.2 
spoke Italian, 24.8 spoke German, 0.5 Czech, and 2.5 Slo- 
vene, the last three numbers being due to the many troops. 
In the district of Primiero (no troops) the number of Ital- 
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ians was 999.1 per thousand. A great number have emi- 
grated to Italy, hundreds of nameless heroes fight in the 
Italian army, and Battisti, the great Martyr, was hung in 
the Castle of Trento after he was taken prisoner in a fair 
fight. 

In the Alto Adige lies the problem. By the side of over 
40,000 Italians there are 160,000 inhabitants of Teutonic 
origin. This is not correct, however, as more than 20,000 
Latins have been included with the Germans. At first sight 
the Italian claims seem unreasonable, and patriotic though 
timorous Italians have urged that they should be severely 
ignored. This, however, is not our opinion, neither in this 
case nor in the somewhat similar one of Dalmatia. Geo- 
graphically, there is no doubt that the region inhabited by 
these Germans is purely Italian; historically, these foreign- 
ers are the descendants of invaders who came through the 
Brenner Pass (Janua Barbarorum) not earlier than the 
tenth and eleventh centuries; ethnologically, their secular 
habitat in an Italian land has radically altered their racial 
peculiarities; demographically, the great Adige Valley be- 
ing one organic unit, its 400,000 Italian inhabitants of a 
total population of 560,000, make it unquestionably Italian, 
while politically these German-speaking citizens would be 
no more troublesome and oppressed than the French-speak- 
ing population of Val d'Aosta, the Germans of Alagna and 
the Ossola, the Slavs of the Natisone (Friuli) and the Alba- 
nians of Puglia. Italian policy has ever respected and 
protected these citizens of alien blood, successfully relying 
upon the power of absorption through Latin civilization to 
inspire them with the national Italian spirit. 

It is upon this peculiar power of absorption, this irre- 
sistible force of attraction, that we wish to insist. It is 
remarkably striking in the Alto Adige, but we will find it 
quite as vivid in the other sections of the Irredenta. It 
would take a volume to describe the process of re-Italian- 
ization which is steadily going on in the Alto Adige in spite 
of the perfectly organized efforts of Pan-Germanic bodies. 
From the Narrows of Salorno to Bolzano (Botzen) the 
overwhelming supremacy of the Italian has asserted itself. 
Bolzano is rapidly becoming wholly an Italian town and 
there is hardly a village in the entire Alto Adige where 
Italian influence is not felt. This is not done by luring 
German children into Italian schools (as Germans and Slavs 
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are doing), or by fostering renegades according to Slav and 
German tactics, but by a slow, subtle Italianization of fam- 
ily by family from one village to another. If this process 
was backed by the spiritual and economic influence of the 
Italian nation, its progress would be proportionally as 
astounding as that achieved hitherto under the most adverse 
conditions. 

There remains the most important claim of all. Strate- 
gically, Italy must once and for ever close the door by which 
immemorially all Germanic invasions have penetrated into 
its midst. The Germans themselves have called WaeUche 
Boden (Italian Lands) the southern slopes of the main 
Alpine watershed, and thus the entire semi-circle of natural 
frontiers on the crests of the Venustian, Passirian, Breo- 
nian and Aurinian Alps must be held for evermore by the 
Italian race. 

Eastern Friuli, with Gorizia as its most important cen- 
ter, has no historical, geographical or ethnographical raison 
d'etre as a separate entity. It is one with Western Friuli 
and Udine has ever been the metropolis of the whole coun- 
try. They suffered together the same alien efforts of dena- 
tionalization, only in the west these attempts ended with 
the Middle Ages, while in the east, first the Teutonic and 
later the Slovene persecution has never abated. 

Neither the Tagliamento, the Judrio or the Isonzo are 
the geographic frontiers of Italy. These have been sharply 
determined by the great Alpine chain, and the Julian Alps 
here again separate the basin of the Mediterranean from 
that of the Black Sea. But Eastern Friuli, and more 
especially the naturally formidable bridgehead of Gorizia, 
has ever been one of the two doors (the Brenner being the 
other) by which Eastern and Northern Barbarians sought 
to penetrate into Italy and dominate it. History undoubt- 
edly repeats itself, for there is a striking similarity between 
the reports of General Cadorna and those of Venetian gen- 
erals who endeavored to deliver Italy from its invaders. 

The attempt of denationalizing Eastern Friuli is very 
ancient. The oldest existing document of Gorizia is a 
parchment of the year 1001, by which the Emperor Otto 
III grants to the Patriarch of Aquileia one half of the 
village of Salcano and " medietatem unius villae quae Slavo- 
nica lingua vocatur Goriza." This seems at first to uphold 
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the claim of the Slovenes, but it is just the opposite, as it 
indicates an existing village thus called by the Slavs, and 
furthermore the parchment emanates from the Italian sec- 
tion of the Imperial Chancellery, there being no doubt that 
the village pertained to Italy. This is confirmed by the 
second oldest Gorizian document, a parchment of 1070, by 
which one of the Lords of Val d'Adige grants to the Church 
of Bressanone (Trentino) " praedia qualia in Regno Ital- 
ico, Comitatu Forliunanense, loco Gorizia . . . habuit." 

Tactically, the bridgehead of Gorizia insured the domin- 
ion of Italy to the power holding it. This has been asserted 
by all military authorities from the Roman Consuls down 
to Napoleon I. During the Middle Ages the Germanic 
Emperors endeavored to Germanize the whole of Friuli, as 
still revealed by certain names of places. Gorizia and its 
territory formed a county, the ruler of which, direct vassal 
of the Empire, had the special mission of guarding the 
bridgehead on the Isonzo. With its usual far-seeing pol- 
icy, Venice possessed itself forcibly of Eastern Friuli, but 
internal weakness and European hostility rendered the con- 
quest ever precarious. The only result Venice obtained 
was that the Count of Gorizia, with the consent of the 
German Emperor, recognized the joint over lordship of 
Venice, but in 1500, when the family of the Counts be- 
came extinct, Emperor Maximilian, despite the protests 
of Venice, hastened to take possession of the county. 
In 1815, when the limits of the Germanic Confederation 
were determined, Ferdinand of Austria proposed the purely 
artificial line of the Judrio (later, in 1866, shamefully im- 
posed on Italy by Prussia's treason) because " it kept open 
the country on the right bank of the Isonzo and therefore 
made the invasion of Italy easily accomplished by the roads 
in the Julian Alps." This has been unquestionably one of 
the most important causes which fettered Italy so long in 
the humiliating " Triplice," the only other alternative being 
a long meditated Austrian attack. Each Italian victory on 
the Isonzo inverts the respective positions of Latins and 
Teutons, transforms situations created by ancient usurpa- 
tions and settles a secular struggle. 

But the Austrian Government, in spite of all its efforts 
to Germanize first and later to Slovenize Gorizia, always 
explicitly recognized its Italian character. In 1594, when 
protesting against the construction by Venice of the Fort- 
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ress of Palmanova, Austria declared that the Republic in- 
tended " to occupy the County of Gorizia and eject from 
Italy the House of Austria." In 1615 Archduke Ferdinand 
accused Venice of wishing " to despoil the House of Austria 
of its Italian dominions." In 1803, when a separate Chan- 
cellery was founded in Vienna for Italian Affairs, all acts 
concerning the County of Gorizia were turned over to it, 
and in 1814, when the Province of Illyria, called later " of 
the Litoral," was formed the districts included the County 
of Gorizia, and were all Italian districts. 

Nevertheless Austria persisted in its efforts. But it 
had not taken into account the extraordinary vitality and 
resiliency of the Italian race, its passionate attachment to 
its language and its wonderful power of absorption. Early 
in the sixteenth century many Teutonic and Slav soldiers 
settled in and around Gorizia, attracted by the climate and 
by the excellent vintage. To oppose Venice Austria in- 
vited to Gorizia foreign nobility from all parts; the 
Dornbergs, Endlings and Semblers from Bavaria and West- 
phalia, the Osolani from Cyprus, the Salamancas from 
Spain, and even Italian renegades as the Lantieris and 
Coroninis, who, largely rewarded, became the most active 
Germanizing agents. But the native Italianity of Gorizia 
not only persisted but invincibly asserted itself. Italians 
flocked back. Irresistibly the Italian language, the Italian 
customs and the Italian place-names regained once more 
their predominance. Vienna tried to stem the current. 
Latin acts, multiplying in the Courts, were prohibited in 
1556, the only result being that Italian replaced them, for 
those who could write German were rapidly disappearing. 
Immediately Vienna banned Italian and in 1566 the As- 
sembly of the German Nobility decided that, although the 
acts must be Latin, only German lawyers should be admit- 
ted in the Courts. It was of no avail ; it became daily more 
difficult to find a German lawyer. Italian immigration 
steadily increasing, another law debarred these immigrants 
from owning land and obtaining office. Austria, however, 
was fighting against the inevitable ; none but an Italian city 
could exist upon Italian soil. 

At the beginning of the present epoch Gorizia was an 
absolutely Italian city. The four years of Napoleonic dom- 
ination (1809-13) cancelled every lingering trace of Ger- 
manism and the triumph of the Latin race seemed complete. 
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But when Napoleon fell and Austria returned, with the 
help of numerous German and Slav invaders, it endeavored 
again to suffocate the Italian spirit. In 1848 Austria tri- 
umphed as Germans, Slavs and Italian renegades planted 
the Germanic colors on the " Castello," insulting the im- 
prisoned heroes from Venice and Friuli. The spark of Ital- 
ianity seemed nearly extinct, but it was kept piously alight 
in the heart of the people. 

Slovene pretensions first asserted themselves when the 
Croatian National Committee designated as boundary to 
their claims the course of the Tagliamento, indicated by 
their geographer Sejan. In the mountain villages the 
Slovene element predominated, but was restricted to the 
lowest classes, incapable of a higher culture and civiliza- 
tion. The urban districts remained invincibly Italian. 
When in 1896 Austria, by the sequestration of its rev- 
enue, compelled the Municipality of Gorizia to create a 
Slovene school in the city, there were only five pupils and 
it had finally to be closed. The latest Austrian statistics 
establish that at present the County of Gorizia counts (in 
round numbers) 260,000 inhabitants, of whom 115,000 are 
Italians born in Austria, 8,000 Italians born in the King- 
dom of Italy, 132,500 Slavs and 3,500 Germans. This, 
however, by no means represents the conditions Italy will 
find on its permanent occupation of the country. The 
greatest number of the more recently imported Slavs will 
follow the State which brought them into Friuli: as they 
came so will they depart. The Carso is deserted by the 
Slovenes, and how many will return after the war when 
it will be politically Italian? In Gorizia (township) there 
were some thousands of Slavs ( Slovenes, Croats, Serbs, 
Poles, Ruthenes, Slovacks and Czechs) in the Government 
Offices and in the Railways; not one is left today. For the 
rest the perfectly Italian spirit demonstrated by the Slavs 
of the Natisone District in Western Friuli proves how this 
alien population when removed from the influence of sub- 
sidized agitators can be easily absorbed and amalgamated. 

In the meanwhile the best Gorizian blood has been shed 
on the Italian side in this war. Many have been wounded, 
and fifteen heroes buried within sight of their paternal 
homesteads have once more proclaimed to the world the 
deathless Italianity of their native land. 

The weakness of Slovene claims needs no stronger proof 
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than the peculiar case of Trieste. A stranger entering this 
city finds himself in a typical Italian town, as Italian as 
Genova or Livorno, hears only the soft Venetian dialect, 
and meets with the peculiarities, habits and customs proper 
to Italy. 

Trieste, in the noblest sense of the word, is a modern 
city against which the mediaeval policy of alien ruthlessness 
has never ceased to exert itself. It has been quite aptly 
defined as " the last of Italian ' Comuni ' still struggling 
in the twentieth century against the Germanic Empire and 
the Invasion of the Barbarians." The traits which histor- 
ically characterize the barbaric dominion over Italy in the 
Middle Ages are exactly those of the Austrian rule of 
Trieste today. Two distinct currents of immigration have 
sought to appropriate this rich prey: the Germanic and the 
Slav. Trieste is coveted by the Pan-Germanists and prom- 
ised by Austria to the Jugo- Slavs. 

Trieste was Italian ever since Rome constituted Italy. 
Geographers and historians for over twenty- three hundred 
years have asserted that it formed an integral part of 
Italy. Even during the darkest Middle Ages, its citizens 
never lost their consciousness of being Italians; on the con- 
trary, whenever the greed of foreigners was most aggres- 
sive, in the fifteenth century as well as in the last decades, 
the citizens of Trieste unanimously asserted that they were 
Italians and that Italians they would remain. In the pres- 
ent war thousands emigrated to Italy, hundreds fought in 
the Italian Army and the roll of honor of the dead reveal 
their heroism. When the American press commented upon 
the war-aims of the Allies as stated in their reply to Presi- 
dent Wilson's Note, even some of the most anti-German 
papers wrote that Italy had pretensions over a city, Trieste, 
which had never belonged to it. This affirmation is diamet- 
rically contrary to the truth. Certainly the new Kingdom 
of Italy never possessed Trieste, just as before 1866 it had 
never possessed Venice, or Rome before 1870. But as it 
fought in 1859 for Milan, in 1866 for Venice and in 1870 
for Rome, it is fighting today for Trieste, because Trieste, 
as Milan, Venice and Rome, has ever been geographically and 
ethnologically a part of Italy. The new Kingdom of Italy 
is reconstituting by the will of the people the Unity of Italy. 

Austrian and pro-Austrian historians have always vaunt- 
ed the so-called " Act of Dedition " to the Hapsburgs in 
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1382, and " Mitteleuropean " propagandists are at present 
using the same in neutral countries. Without discussing the 
strange conception of history and law which enables them 
in 1917 to draw consequences from an act of 1382, it is well 
to explain that this alleged " Dedition," held up as a dogma 
by the Austrian Chancellery, has been proven to be an 
usurpation pure and simple. Documents of the epoch prove 
it irrefutably. The small Italian " Comune " of not more 
than 6,000 inhabitants could offer no resistance, and Kan- 
dler himself, the Aulic historiographer, must admit that in 
1383 and 1384 the most violent insurrections broke forth 
against the Hapsburgs and were suffocated in blood. The 
Austrian Hangman has ruled ever since upon the Martyr- 
City. 

The Slovene invasion began in 1866 when Austria lost 
Venice. Its principal agents were the priests and the po- 
lice. The priests, by order of Slav bishops of the Stross- 
mayer brand, purposely chosen by Austria, turned the 
Churches into centers of pro-Slovene agitation, creating 
thus such deep reaction that Trieste may be considered at 
the most a religious city in existence. The gendarmerie, 
omnipotent in rural districts, drilled the gangs of ignorant 
Slovene peasants, who, for the first time in 1868, and so 
many times later, entered the city and attacked with bloody 
results the citizens of Trieste. Triestine democracy never- 
theless received with great honors Ljubibratic, the chief of 
the Bosnian insurgents in 1876, while some years before it 
instituted Slovene, or bilingual schools (according to local 
conditions), in the villages of the Triestine Carso although 
their representatives had only asked for Italian. 

Austria established German colleges in Trieste to cor- 
rupt the national consciences of Italians and Slavs alike, 
and these produced Austria's best Slovene agents and, curi- 
ously, some of the most ardent among Italian patriots. 
Austria spent lavishly to turn education into a weapon of 
political oppression; it subsidized Slovene schools nominally 
instituted by Slav Associations, but did not give a farthing 
to the numerous elementary and secondary schools founded 
by the Municipality of Trieste. In the public offices the 
importation of Slovenes was continuous and intensive. The 
lower personnel of the Law Courts, ever Italian, was 
deliberately superseded by Slavs. In 1908, of 417 Postal 
Agents, only 93 were still Italians, the rest Slovenes ; of 560 
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Custom-House Guards, 412 were Slavs; of 1,247 Railway 
officials, 1,044 were Slavs, 143 Italians and 60 Germans; of 
680 Railway laborers, 652 were Slavs, 20 Germans and 8 
Italians, the Slavs all coming from Carniola, Carinthia and 
Lower Styria. When the Tauren Railway was opened 700 
families of Slovene railway men with over 1,000 children 
were imported to Trieste in a few days. By the help of the 
Slav Banks (Czech, Croat, Serbian and even Russian) the 
docks, the shipping-yards, and numerous business enterprises 
were flooded with imported Slovene laborers, fresh from the 
Carinthian Mountains, who knew nothing of the sea. And 
all this in an Italian city! 

The Nationalist Associations of Trieste fought heroic- 
ally and with great success against denationalization. At 
their head was the " Lega Nazionale," which extended over 
all the Irredenta. From its creation in 1891 till its forcible 
dissolution by Austria in 1915 (after Italy's declaration of 
war), and under the Presidency of Riccardo Pitteri, the 
purest and noblest of patriots, who unfortunately died in 
1916, it fostered the Italian national spirit by creating and 
endowing schools, public libraries and musical associations. 
Thus, in spite of the efforts of the Austrian Government 
and the continued importation of Slovenes, notwithstanding 
the brutal pressure exercised, the census of 1910 (Austrian 
official results) showed that of 229,510 inhabitants in the 
city of Trieste, 161,594 (or well over 70 per cent) were 
Italians. 

Istria, though at present politically distinct from Trieste, 
is its natural province, from a geographical, historical and 
economical standpoint. Of the Slavs settled there, some 
came with the first Slavonic incursions, some as fugitives 
from the Turk, and others were imported as agricultural 
laborers by the Republic of Venice during the sixteenth cen- 
tury. Because of this they really are a sort of ethnical 
conglomerate, retaining the typical traits of their several 
origins. In numbers (again according to the Austrian Cen- 
sus) they are a little more numerous than the Italians 
(160,000 Italians against 220,000 Slavs in a population of 
400,000 in round numbers), but a comparison between the 
two races reveals at once their respective ethnic and political 
values. The Italian population is organized in the three 
classes typical of advanced civilization: a numerous and 
compact lower class of agriculturists, sailors and salaried 
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laborers; a middle class headed by the learned professions, 
and an aristocracy of large land owners possessing domains 
even in districts prevalently inhabited by Slavs. The Slav 
population is a uniform mass of agricultural laborers, with 
a few small land owners (their lands, however, being much 
less productive than similar ones belonging to Italians, 
whose average land-tax is of 2.09 crowns per hectare against 
0.90 crown paid by Slavs) and a scant middle-class of law- 
yers, schoolmasters and priests, recently imported from Car- 
niola and Croatia. This explains why in Istria there is not 
either a Slav town, a Slav history, a Slav tradition, a Slav 
culture or a positive Slav economic system. 

From the great naval and military center of Pola, Aus- 
tria exercised throughout Istria its customary policy of 
denationalizing the Italian race, but more even than any- 
where else its efforts have been unsuccessful. Istria remains 
invincibly Italian. It awaits through unspeakable anguish 
the coming freedom, for which its last great hero, Nazario 
Sauro, suffered death upon the Austrian gallows. 

Fiume and its small territory, enclosed as the rest of 
Istria, to which it geographically pertains, by the Julian 
Alps, has placed Italy in direct conflict with Hungary, to 
which it was assigned in 1776 by Maria-Theresia as a " sep- 
aratum sacrae regni coronae adneooum corpus." For a long 
time Italians nourished the most romantic illusions about 
Magyar sympathies for Italy. They had been fellow-con- 
spirators and fellow-sufferers during the Revolutions of 
1848-49, and Kossuth had found in Italy his second coun- 
try, where his children were educated and grew to manhood. 
But even before the present war the treatment inflicted by 
the Magyars upon Fiume ought to have opened the eyes of 
the Italians, as it was quite as relentless and cowardly as 
that used by Austria in the rest of the Irredenta. 

The territory of Fiume abuts upon that part of the 
Illyrian coast some ninety miles long, with the natural har- 
bor of Senj, now completely Croatized, which divides it from 
Dalmatia and must, in the future settlement of the Adri- 
atic, form the Croatian seaboard. But the attempt to Mag- 
yarize Fiume, at first directly, and then through the inter- 
position of the Croats, failed most completely. Fiume, a 
commercial seaport of thriving activity and great future, 
has now (with rural territory) 55,000 inhabitants, of whom 
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(round numbers) 6,000 are Hungarians, 15,000 Slavs of 
all kinds (Croats, Serbs, Slovenes, Slovacks and Czechs), 
27,000 Italians born under Austria, 4,000 Italians born in 
the Kingdom of Italy, and 2,000 of " other " nationalities. 
The Hungarians, who in 1880 were only 379, have been 
brought up to the present number in thirty-five years by 
means of " forced immigration," in order to form a compact 
Magyar nucleus for a future brutal Magyarization of the 
city. The Slav element is divided into two classes: one 
autochthonous, inhabiting the rural districts round Fiume, 
the other imported by Croat commercial firms. The im- 
ported Magyars and Croats are of course rewarded with' 
all administrative, political and economical positions of any 
worth, from which the Italians are excluded. Doubtlessly, 
upon the reunion of Fiume with its mother-country, the im- 
ported Hungarians and Croats will hasten to return to the 
land of their birth, and the rural autochthonous Slavs will 
only be too glad to acknowledge the "fait accompli" and 
merge very rapidly in the great Italian mass. 

This solid body of 31,000 Italians (and they would have 
been far more numerous if the Hungarian authorities had 
not placed all sorts of difficulties in the way of immigrants 
coming from Italy) is the living, indisputable proof of the 
Italianhood of Fiume, while the whole aspect of the town, 
its air, its sky, its monuments and its very stones proclaim 
its nationality even more loudly than the ethnic qualifica- 
tions of its inhabitants. 

The difficulty of the Dalmatian question arises from the 
geographical situation of the country which our opponents 
deny to be part of Italy. We will not discuss the geological 
similarities between Italy and Dalmatia, nor the easy proof 
that the Dinaric Mountains, separating Dalmatia from the 
Balkan, are the uninterrupted continuation of the main 
range of the Alps. We will not demonstrate how under 
Rome Dalmatia was included in Italy, nor enlarge upon 
the secular dominion of Venice, nor reproduce the number- 
less existing documents establishing that in all times the 
Slavs themselves have proclaimed the Italianity of Dalma- 
tia. These historical arguments are doubtlessly of great 
value, for they establish the fact that Dalmatia was Latin 
and then Italian; we base Italy's claim to Dalmatia on the 
fact that it is Italian today despite what is apparently 
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proved by statistical enumerations invariably faked and 
manipulated by the Austrian Government and the Jugo- 
slavs. Tamaro, in his admirable book, Italian and Slavs 
in the Adriatic, rightly says that the solution of the Dalma- 
tian Question " does not consist in counting how many Ital- 
ians exist in Dalmatia, but in recognizing the fact that, in 
spite of all, there are still Italians left in Dalmatia!" 

In the town of Arbe (one of the Dalmatian Islands) , in 
which, according to Jugo-Slav statistics, not one single Ital- 
ian is left, nothing but the usual Venetian dialect is spoken, 
and the so-called Croats of the locality either do not know 
Croat or have forgotten it as soon as they left school. It 
must be added that the language spoken in the most Croatized 
districts is so full of Italianisms that it is difficult to say 
whether it is a Croatized Italian or an Italianized Croat. 
And this, it must be remembered, after the abolition of all 
Italian schools (except in Zara, that kept its Italian Munici- 
pality),, after the proscription of Italian from Courts and 
Government offices, in a country where bribery and corrup- 
tion on an unprecedented scale have been rife in elections and 
in the Public Administrations ! 

The Austrian and Jugo-Slav statistics say that in Dal- 
matia (1910) there were 18,028 Italians by the side of 
610,669 Slavs. Every one knows how that census was 
made, a wild but methodical elimination of all that was not 
Croat and a shameless insult to honesty and exactitude. A 
few examples are sufficient. Zara, the large suburb of 
Borgo-Erizzo is inhabited exclusively by Albanians, who 
speak the three languages (Italian, Croat and Albanian) 
but always use Albanian in their homes. The official sta- 
tistics counted only 26 Albanians in Borgo-Erizzo. At 
Lesina in 1880 the statistics indicated 314 Italians per thou- 
sand, in 1890, 27 per thousand. In twenty years the Italians 
have been artificially reduced by at least 75 per cent. The 
truth is that there are by the smallest count 100,000 Italians in 
Dalmatia, not reckoning that among the so-called Croats 
there are large numbers of Croatized Italians. The great 
mass of Croat agriculturists are as a rule devoted to their 
Italian neighbors of the towns, of whom they often rent the 
lands, and once liberated from the disturbing influence of 
subsidized agitators would easily become Italianized in less 
than a generation. Twenty-five years hence an honest census 
might well tell another tale. In Dalmatia the genuine Slav 
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is to be found in the Districts of the Bucovizza, Ragusa and 
Cattaro, inhabited in round numbers by 100,000 Serbs. These 
Serbs, because of their Orthodox faith called " Greeks " by 
the Croats, who hate them far more than the Italians, inhabit 
what in future must be the Serbian seaboard, with the harbor 
of Cattaro, unique in the world, and historic Ragusa, whose 
seven times secular Republic is a pure gem of Italian civiliza- 
tion. It is well to add that Italians form still 30 per cent of 
the population of Ragusa and 25 per cent of that of Cattaro. 

In Dalmatia everything is still Italian, language, hab- 
its, arts, literature, and that homely but persuasive element, 
cookery, even among those families who call themselves 
Croat. More than a third of the landed and industrial prop- 
erties and of commerce is in the hands of people perfectly 
conscient of their Italian nationality, and Italians pay more 
than a third of all taxes. The greater industries are in the 
hands of Italians; the commerce of wine, almonds and oil, 
the shipping industry, and even, in spite of the dreadful 
oppression, the retail trade is still Italian. Culture is in 
exactly the same condition. The Croat writers of the present 
day, as Vojnovitch, Milicich and others, have a purely Italian 
inspiration, radically different from the spirit of the true 
Slav national poetry. 

Finally, the reason why Dalmatia must be Italian is the 
safety of the Mother-Country. From Venice to Brindisi 
the western coast of the Adriatic is flat and open, and who- 
ever dominates its eastern shore, with its magnificent harbors 
and labyrinth of islands, dominates the entire Adriatic. 

Litta-Visconti-Aeese. 



